
KENNEDY, KERRY AND OLVER ANNOUNCE $2.5 MILLION FOR FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM IN NORTH QUABBIN REGION

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Senator John F. Kerry and Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved the Interior Appropriations conference report containing $2.5 million to protect ecologically important forestland in the North Quabbin region of Massachusetts.

  Senator Kennedy said, "This critical project will help protect irreplaceable lands for generations to come, and I'm grateful our colleagues have approved this request."

  "Protecting the North Quabbin Region forestland is good for the environment, good for the economy, and good for our children," Senator Kerry said. "I am proud to have helped Senator Kennedy and Congressman Olver ensure that the Forest Legacy Program has the funding it needs to protect this precious forestland from development and maintain its resources for years to come."

  Congressman Olver said, "Not only are the individual parcels important by themselves, but, in combination, they are of regional, statewide and even national significance. The Forest Legacy Program will help protect the integrity of this area and maintain its scenic beauty for generations to come."

  Olver is a member of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked with Senators Kennedy and Kerry to secure the funding under the Forest Legacy Program of the Interior Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2006.  The Interior Appropriations bill passed the House today. It is expected to pass Senate later this week and should become law in August.

  The funding will assist the Quabbin Corridor Connection (QCC) in protecting more than a dozen parcels of land comprising 2095 acres of ecologically important and traditionally productive forestland. This Forest Legacy Program will add to and provide a critical buffer around the nationally significant lands of Harvard Forest, a National Science Foundation Long-Term Ecological Research Site and recipient of extensive federal investments for forest research. The corridor extends over a nine-mile expanse of rolling hills and intact forestlands, adding crucial links to an 80,000-acre tapestry of protected properties including three previous Forest Legacy projects and the Quabbin Reservoir.

    The Quabbin Corridor Connection is a partnership between the Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA), Harvard Forest, the Massachusetts Audubon Society and Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, Inc. of Athol.  Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust protects significant natural, agricultural, and scenic areas and encourages land stewardship in North Central and Western Massachusetts for the benefit of the environment, the economy and future generations.

   Under the Forest Legacy Program, private-public partnerships use conservation easements to protect some of the best remaining wildlife habitat facing increased development pressure. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and private land trusts have committed to working together with private landowners to purchase the easements.

  Additional media contact:
 Leigh Youngblood, Executive Director, Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, Inc., 978 248-2043
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